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Comp Threshold One of a Kind

The threshold established last
year by the Legislature for deter-
mining permanent total disability
awards from the Workers Com-
pensation Fund places West Vir-
ginia as the only state in the coun-
try with such an eligibilty require-
ment.

. Testifying before the workers’
compensation subcommittee of the
Joint Standing Committee of the
Judiciary on November 13th, the
Workers Compensation Funds
Director of Research and Informa-

tion Judith Greenwood told law-
makers “We appear to stand alone
in respect of having a threshold for
qualifying for permanent total dis-
abilities.”

According to West Virginia AFL-
CIO President Joe Powell the

state’s solitary position on the dis-

ability threshold is new evidence
ofthe unfairness of the legislatures
actions last year.

“Now we know how mean it
was,’’ Powell said.
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HELP WANTED:
VOLUNTEER
LOBBYISTS

ACT needs your help
during the upcoming legis-
lative session. Members
who can spend 2 day at the
Capitol talking with legisia-
tors to help keep the issues
of concern on to working
people on the "front burner"
are urged to contact B.B.
Smith at (304)455-5500.

YOUCAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE!
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Resolutlon Passes in 24 Counties

ACT Legislative Representative
B.B. Smith has been criss-crossing
the state urging County Commis-
sions to pass resolutions support-
ing the hiring of local workers on
projects which are publicly funded.
These resolutions will demonstrate
the need for legislation such as the
West Virginia Jobs Actwhich would
require projects funded by state
tax dollars to hire ninety percent of
the workers locally. The Jobs Act is
one of ACT’s primary legislative
goals for next year.

“Qur objective right now is to
gain support for important compo-
nents of the Jobs Act at the county

commission level,”” Smith said.

Twenty-four counties have al-
ready passed the resolution. They
are Doddridge, Ritchie, Harrison,
Raleigh, Clay, Wirt, Lincoln,
Hardy, Grant, Preston, Marshall,
Tucker, Fayette, Wood, Wetzel,
Lewis, Wayne, Taylor, Calhoun,
Randolph, Wyoming, Nicholas,
Braxton and Tyler.

In the coming weeks resolutions
will be taken up in Boone, Cabell,
Mason, Monongalia, Kanawha,
Webster, Summers, Berkeley,
Monroe, Roane, Barbour, Green-
brier and Gilmer counties.

Only two counties, Putnam and

Jackson, have rejected the resolu-
tion.

“By and large the support is
very strong for local jobs,” Smith
said, ‘““The county officials under-
stand, just as we do, that tax-
funded projects which hire local
workers help build stronger com-
munities. They see the reckless-

ness of letting these jobs go to

people not living in the area.”

ACT membersin counties which
have not yet taken action on the
resolution are encouraged to con- -
tact their County Commissioners
and urge their support of this
measure.



Make Your Voice Heard SAMPLE
. . . : ! LETTER TO
A simple letter to the editor can make a significant impact in your community.
Lotters should be brief (150 words or less) and to the point. Address only one THE EDITOR
issue - do not try to change the entire world through your letter. ACT is strongly
encouraging members to write regerding their feclings about the workers
compensation changes and in support of the Jobs Act. To help get you started To the Editor:

a sample letter on workers comp is shown on the right of this page.
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You’re Invited

ACT Legislative Reception

January 31, 1996
Charleston House Holiday Inn
"Windows on the River”

5:00 - 8:00 P.M.

other state does, instead of col-
lecting the millions of dollars
employers owe the fund?

Maybe the legislators will see
the error of their ways and cor-
rect it next legislative session.
If not, maybe the voters will

have to correct things at the
ballot box.

Sincerely,

John Q. Worker

1234 Main Street
Elmersville, WV 25555
(304)555-5555

Note: Most papers now requireyou
to provide your full address and a
daytime phone number. This in-
Jformation is usually not printed
but it just 50 the paper can verify
the authenticity of your letter.




