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The ACT Foundation is a divi-
sion of The West Virginia State
Building and Construction
Trades Council, with offices in
Charleston and Clarksburg.
Steve Burton, President; Roy
Smith, Secretary-Treasurer;
Steve White, Director.

Charleston - {304) 345-7570
Clarksburg - (304) 624-0682

email actwv@compuserve.com
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ACT CouLp Save State $200 MiLLion In WoRKERS' COMPENSATION

M cDowell County
District Court
Judge Booker T.
Stephensruled onDec.
5 that the ACT Founda-
tion had the right to
intervene in one of the
West Virginia Division
of Workers’ Compensa-
tion lawsuits against
Bluestone Coal.

This victoryopens the door for
the new Wise administration to
collect the more than $200 mil-
lioninpremiums owed by default
coal contractors and their big
coal masters.

At the end of the Caperton
Administration, lawsuits were
filed to go after the coal compa-
nies that used contractors who
left huge workers compensa-
tion debts.

The cases were ready to go
totrialin 1998, butstalled under
Gov. Underwood and his Bu-
reau of Employment Program
Commissioner William Vieweg.
Both claimed the suits were
based onunfoundedlegal prin-
ciples and a motion was made
to drop to cases.

The Underwood Administra-
tion successfully blocked the

ACT Wins Right To
Intervene In Lawsuit

continuation of the lawsuits
claiming subcontractors were re-
sponsible for the unpaid work-
ers’ compensation debts, not
thecompanies that hired them.

Because Underwood and
Workers’ Compensation Com-
missioner William Viewig were
both former executive officers
of the largest debtor, Island
Creek Coal, ACT produced
television commercials and
newspaper advertisements
questioning their protection of
thecompanies againstthelawsuit.

ACT Director Steve White
said Judge Stephen’srulingisa

major victory for injured work-
ers and small businesses.

“Smallbusinesses and injured
workers have faced higher pre-
miums and lower benefits be-
cause these companies did not
pay their share of workers’ com-
pensation premiums,” White
said.

“The state was fallingdownin
its fiscal obligation to go after
companies thattriedtocheatthe
system.”

Vince Trivelli, an ACT law-
yer,saidtheruling givesthe ACT
Foundation achance to protect

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

ACT Takes Fight For Local Jobs
Jo Constellatlon S Headquarters

CT Foundation

members gave

out flyers at Constella-

tion Power’s headquar-

ters in Baltimore late
last month.

ACT wantsthe public toknow
Constellation Powerisn’thiring
local workers ataWayne County
powerplantconstructionssite like
itpromised.

Constellation Power promised
it would hire local workers in
exchange forthe county provid-
ingindustrialrevenue bonds to
buildthe $110million, 300 mega-
watt, gas-fired power plant.

The flyer distributed at the
company’s Baltimore, Md. head-
quarters accused Constellation,
and their better known subsid-
iary Baltimore Gas and Electric,
of having a lack of corporate

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

ACT members hand out flyers in front of Constellation Power's headquarters in Maryland.
Paul Lively, Bruce Murphy, Mike O’Hara, Larry Young and Henry Neal participated in the
distribution.
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Regional Airport

Congressmen From Three States Meet
To Form Transportation Caucus

proposed $282
million regional
airport took one step
closer to becoming a
reality and creating
thousands of new con-
struction jobs and new
industrial growth in the
area.
Three congressmen from
Ohio, Kentucky and West Vir-
giniacametogetheronDec. 1 to

“Having three Congressmen,
fromthree states, agreeingon a
course of action is a very posi-
tivestep.”

“Theregional airport proposal
isnot a battle tochoose sides,”
White said. “Ratheritis a ve-
hicle for expanding our infra-
structure for a modern
economy.”

White said although the re-
gional airportwould create thou-

‘Havine THREE CONGRESSMEN,
FROM THREE STATES, AGREEING
ON A COURSE OF ACTION IS A
VERY POSITIVE STEP.’

Sreve Wuire, ACT DiRecToR

pledgetheirsupportby forming a
Congressional Caucustoaidin
financing regional transportation
effortslike theregional airport.
Ted Strickland, D-Ohio, Nick
Rahall, D-West Virginia, and
KenLucas, D-Kentucky, signed
the resolutionin frontof acrowd

sands of construction jobs, it
also could attract other indus-
tries to the area.

“The proposed site for the
regional airport is surrounded
by 3,000acres of land that could
be developed for other busi-

More than 300 people packed into a Huntington courtroom to_voice their support for a
regional airport. Pictured above at the meeting left to right are Shelley Huffman, Executive
Director of the Lincoln County Economic Development Authority {LCEDA), U.S.

Congressman Nick J. Rahall (D-WV) and Lyle Stowers, president of the LCEDA,

Fallow

congressmen Ken Lucas (D-KY) and Ted Strickland (D-OH} joined Rahall in forming a
caucus to support the construction of the proposed regional airport.

LAWSUIT
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small businesses and injured
workers.

“Thedecisionallowsustotry

nesses,” he said.
“Iftheregional airportiscon-
structed there, itcould generate
the growth of more industries,
and therefore, provide more
jobsforlocal people.”
Proponents ofthe airport said
they hopetobegin airportcon-

of more than 300 supporters at
the Cabell County Court House.

The proposed airport would
serveresidents in all three states
forpersonal and business travel.
The site where it would be lo-
catedisin Lincoln County, 3.4

miles south of a new Interstate
64 interchange now being con-

structionin 2003, creating more
thousands of construction jobs.

structed at Culloden. Current plans would sched-
Thessiteis approximately 32 ule the first plane totake offin

milesfromKentuckyand22miles  2006. Some experts estimate

from Ohio. the regional airport could bring
Steve White, ACT Founda- 7,000 to 11,500 new jobs to

tion Director, was presentatthe  thearea.

meeting. Hesaidtheconstruc- ~ The West Virginia Port Au-

tion of aregional airport would
bean importantdevelopment for
theinfrastructure of the area.

thority 1s projected to decide
whethertoapprovetheregional
airport projectthis coming July.

to prevent the Underwood Ad-
ministration from

White said ACT’s interven-
tion could save the state over
$200 million dollars in unpaid
workers’ compensation premi-
ums.

system that would translate to
reducing debt, restored benefits
and lower premiums.”

White said this case should
send aclearmessagetocompa-
nies that try to profit

shifting the coal
companies’ debt
burden ontosmall
business and in-

‘“Ir 1Is A CREDIT TO THE ACT
FOUNDATION THAT THEY SPENT
THEIR TIME AND RESOURCES TO

fromcheatingthesys-
tem

“All companies
should play by the

jured workers,” KEEP THIS CASE FROM BEING rules and fulfill their
Trivellisaid. » obligationstowork-
“Every em- DISMISSED - ers,” White said.

ployerinthestate “Companies that
is paying a sur- Vince Trivert, ACT LAWYER ... his method of
charge on top of makingmoneybynot
theirregular premiums to make “ACT did not allow the payingWorkers’ Compensation
up forthese debtsthattheydid Underwood Administrationto  premiumscanbecaught.”

notcreate.”

“It is a credit to the ACT
Foundation that they spenttheir
time and resources to keep this
case from being dismissed,”
Trivellisaid.

close the door on this lawsuit
againstthebigcoal companies,”
Whitesaid.

“If the lawsuit proceeds, it
could save the state $200 million
in a Workers’ Compensation

Ahearing for ACT’s motion
to strike the agreed dismissal
between Bluestone and the state
1s scheduled for March 7,2001
before Judge Stephens in
McDowell District Court.
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Union Made Hoiiday Gift Ideas

here are still a few
shopping days left
this year and the AFL-
CIO has some great,
union-made gift ideas
SO you can support
working families
across the country.
Because there are so many
companies who produceunion-
made products, we can only
provide a partial list of compa-
nies that supportunion workers.
But we hope this helps you
make important, union-support-
ingdecisions aboutthe gifts you
buy this year.
Holiday shoppers wanting to

Youwon’tfind anti-worker
or anti-union companies on this
Website, but youcan find some
gooddeals onunion-made gifts.

Again, thisisonly apartial list.
The AFL-CIO’slistof*“Do Buy”
isavailable on theirWebsite at
www.unionlabel.org.

There youcan find more than
worker-friendly gifts, they also
list union-made automobiles,
printer services, tire manufac-
turers, restaurants, airlines, ho-
tels and more.

Whether you like to buy gifts
online or you preferto gotothe
mall, onethingiscertain, youcan
find a gift for every person on

Seorrs EQuipMENT
Amold Palmer Golf Clubs
Wilson Golf Clubs/Bags
MurrayBicycles
Spaulding GolfBalls
Riedell Roller Blades

Pants, Scacks, TROUSERS
CalvinKlein

Dockers

Jack Nicholas

Levis

Farah

Savane

Tommy Hilfiger

WinTER JACKETS, COATS

i ) . i ArticCat/Ki
buy gifts online, shouldcheck  yourlist--union made! Norfh F?ace ne
outwww.workingfamilies.com. Happy Holidays. Foxpoint
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ConTiNvED FRoM PAGE 1 Power promised to hire local  bonds.”

responsibility becauseithas not
honored promises of economic
development.

TimMillne, Laborers District
Council assistantbusiness man-
ager, said the distribution was
peaceful and the flyers gained a
greatdeal of attention.

“We were able to pass out
over 1,500 handbills during lunch
hour,” Millne said.

“Manypeople we talked with
were not surprised to find out
that Constellation Power was
not keeping its promises. Many
of them said thecompany was a
lousy corporate neighbor.”

Millnesaidonecompanyrep-
resentative came out to speak
withthem but would notdiscuss
the issue of broken job prom-
ises.

“Constellation Power was not
happy thatwe werethere,” Millne
said.

Millne said Constellation

workers in return for a huge tax
break from Wayne County and
the state of West Virginiatothe
tune of $35 million overthe next
20 years.

Butthe Wayne County Com-
mission has not yet issued the
industrial revenue bonds and
Constellation Power 1s threat-
ening to sue the county if the
bonds aren’tissued.

Millne said Constellation
Power officialsareusing strong-
armtactics togetthe bonds with-
outkeepingtheirend of the deal.

“Not only is Constellation
Power giving jobs to imported
workers that were supposed to
gotolocal workers, butnow the
company wants tosuethe people
of Wayne County,” Millne said.

“I'think the County Commis-
sion should seriously consider
whatkind of community neigh-
bor Constellation Power willbe
before they consider these

Millne said the company re-
cently hired a couple of local
workers inordertoclaimthatit
was keeping its promise to hure
local workers. Butmembers of
the Tri-State Building Trades
whohavebeenpicketing the job
since it has started know better.

Steve Burton, Tri-State Build-
ing Trades Business Manager,
said the company allowed their
out-of-state contractor H & M
ConstructionServices from Ten-
nessee to import many workers
from distant states like Califor-
nia, Texas, Louisianaand Mis-
sissippi, instead of hiring local
workers.

“Theselocal workers are sim-
ply token workers for Constel-
lation Power,” Burton said.

He said Tri-State Building
Trades members will continue
to protest at the job site until
Constellation Power honors its
promise forlocal jobs.

Tors
Radio Flyer Wagon
Etch-a-Sketch
FisherPrice
* sandboxes
* playhouses
GoldenFamily
* games
*puzzles
* infant blocks
Lionel Model Trains
Pfaltzgraff
* Cook and Serve Set
* Tea Set
Today’s Plastics
Dixon Ticonderoga products
Ghost Writer
Glitter Writer
TotTraps Drum Set
Michael Jordan Basketball set

HouseroLd ITEMS
Mirro Cookware
Regal Cookware
VYollrath Cookware
West Bend Cookware
West Bend Coffee Makers
Jack Pine Blankets
Crystal de Lites figurines

MusicAL INSTRUMENTS
Baldwin Pianos and Organs
Selmer USA
Yamaha piccolos, trumpets,
trombones, clarinets

Hams

- All American

SarahLee
Country Classic
Sugardale

- FlavorKing

Hillshire Farms
Hormel’s
Kahn’s

Oscar Mayer
Miller
Masterpiece

SWEETS
Hershey’s
Jolly Ranchers
York Peppermint Patties

Devnm
Dockers
Gap
Levis
CanyonRiverBlues

KNiTwEeAR
Eddie Bauer
Osh Kosh B’Gosh
Talbots

LeaTiER PURSES, WALLETS
Coach

KennethCole

Armity

Capezio

Surrs
Alexander Julian
Brooks Brothers
Claiborne
EvanPicone
H.Freeman
Kenneth Cole
SavilleRow

Bakep Goops
Chips Ahoy
Entenmann’s
DollyMadison
Keebler
Merita
Thomas’s
Ritz
Wonder

Wines/ CHAMPAGNES
C.K.Mondavi
Chateau St. Michelle
ColumbiaCrest
E&JGallo
Galloof Sonoma
IndigoHalls
Turingleaf

You can find a complete list of union-made goods at

www.unionlabsel.org.
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SeveraL LABOR LEADERS SELECTED To Aib New GOVERNOR

Smith Joins Wise’s Transition Team

Smith has been named to Governor-
Elect Wise's Transition Team.
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As Governor-Elect Bob Wise
approaches inauguration,
he has selected a team of quali-
fied people to serve as advisors
on his administration’s transi-
tion team.

Roy Smith, Secretary-Treasurer of the
West Virginia State Building Trades, has

to lead his team for the next four
years,” Smith said.

He said Wise placed greatempha-
sison his support for working families
during his campaign and it was impor-
tant to carry this into his administra-
tion.

new administration’slist.”

Smith said most of the Governor’s
team will be chosen before the
Governor’s inaugurationon Jan. 15.

“I am hopeful the majority of the
Governor’s administration willbein
placebyearly January and that he has
agood teamto help

been named to serve as a labor repre-
sentative on the transition team.

Smith has 20 years experience as a
unionrepresentativeand has beenaunion
member for 32 years.

Smith said serving on the transition
team is an honor as well as an important
task.

“Tam honored to have been appointed
by Governor-Elect Wise toselect people

‘WE wanT TO MAKE CERTAIN
THAT ALL WHO ARE SELECTED TO
SERVE IN HIS ADMINISTRATION
THE IMPORTANCE
WORKING FAMILY ISSUES.”’

UNDERSTAND
OF

Roy SMmITH, SECRETARY-TREASURER,
BuiLping TRADES

West VinGINiA STATE

himbegin hisadmin-
istration,” Smithsaid.

Otherlaborlead-
ers also appointed to
the transition team
are Jim Bowen,
president of the
West Virginia AFL-
CIO, and Mike
Caputo, head of the
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“We want to make certain that all
who are selected to serve in his ad-
ministration understand the importance
of working familyissues,” Smithsaid.

“Itisimportanttokeep the priorities
of working people near the top of the

United Mine Work-
erspolitical action committee.

Kenny Perdue, Secretary Treasurer
of the West Virginia AFL-CIO, has
been asked to co-chair a jobs and
economic development sub-comimit-
tee.

W EST VIRGINIS Wokks SHOWTIMES

FOX 46

Saturdays @ 7:30am

FOX 11 Charleston, Flunti

Sundays @ 11:30am

Wheeling, 5t.Clairsville & Mo

Baturdays @ noon
CABLECHANNEL 16

Saturdays @ noon

Steubenville, Follanshee & Wellsburg

Give us a call if vou have an idea for a show!
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